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CIVIL  DEFENSE  HEARINGS  SHOW  NEED  FOR  UNIVERSAL  DISARMAMENT 


Some  unpuhlicized  hearings  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Military 
Operations  of  the  House  Government  Operations  Committee 
have  been  proving  in  imjvressive  fashion  the  immediate  need 
for  disarmament.  Congressman  diet  Holifield,  chairman  of 
the  seven-man  subcommittee,  has  stated  the  testimony  shows 
there  is  no  adp(]uate  military  or  civil  defense  against  an  atomic 
attack.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the  attacking  jilanes  carrying 
H-l»omhs  could  penetrate  the  best  present  I  iiiti'd  States  de¬ 
fenses.  Vi  hen  intercontinental  missiles  are  developed  as  a 
means  of  delivering  H-homhs  there  will  he  no  known  means 
of  stopping  them. 

Chairman  Holifield  has  been  critical  of  the  evacuation  pro¬ 
gram  advocated  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration: 
"Onlv  now  is  the  FCDA  becoming  dimly  aware  that  radio¬ 
active  fallout  makes  the  whole  I  nited  States  a  target  area 
from  which  there  is  no  running.’’  he  stated  on  March  f5. 

Since  evacuation  seems  futile.  Chairman  Holifield  and  others 
have  advocated  a  huge  shelter  program  to  enable  whole  cities 
and  industries  to  go  underground.  Dr.  Ivobert  Merriam.  As¬ 
sistant  Hudget  Director,  testified  before  the  Subcommittee  on 
Febriiarv  13  that  “the  cost  of  a  comprehensive  shelter  program 
could  require  the  ex|)enditure  of  S20  to  S4()  billion."’  Kven 
such  a  massive  shelter  program  would  provide  no  adeipiate 
defense.  Civil  Defense  Administrator  Val  Peterson  testified 
on  February  6: 

“The  Navv  Hadiological  l.aboratory  .  .  .  are  reported  to 
have  stated  you  could  build  shelters  to  protect  the  American 
people  .  .  .  and  save  99  |)ercent  of  the  peo|)le.  We  don't 
think  so.  e  think  vou  can  save  approximately  60  percent. 
In  a  thermonuclear  war  there  are  no  means  of  saving  all  of 
the  people.  It  simply  can’t  be  done.  We  arc  going  to  lose 
millions  of  people  if  we  have  a  war.” 

What  would  conditions  be  like  in  the  area  where  an  H-bomb 
dr()])ped  ? 

“If  you  had  a  completely  safe  shelter  and  came  out  <5  days 
after  an  attack  and  stayed  out  24  hours  you  would  still  get 
sick  ...  In  this  same  region  it  wouhl  he  2  years  before 
the  intensity  would  drop  to  a  point  where  it  would  meet  the 
|)eacetime  AEG  tolerance  for  gamma  radiation.” 

So  said  W.  E.  Strope,  Head  of  Military  Evaluations  Croup. 
Naval  Radiological  Defense  Laboratory. 

In  a  statement  filed  with  the  Holifield  Subcommittee,  the 
FCNL  said:  “By  preparing  pettple  psychologically  for  war. 
hy  increasing  their  fear  and  hatred  of  an  enemy,  civil  de¬ 
fense  is  in  fact  increasing  the  danger  of  war  hy  creating  the 
sort  of  climate  that  will  i)roduce  it.” 

The  statement  noted  that  relieving  peacetime  civilian  disasters 
is  admittedly  not  the  prime  aim  of  civil  defense.  It  suggested 


such  relief  can  be  accomplished  more  effcctivelv  through  exist¬ 
ing  channels.  A  copy  of  the  complete  statement  and  some 
additional  facts  concerning  the  civil  defense  program  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  FCNL  upoti  recpiest. 

Disarmnment  Dotvn^rmled  in  Importance 

Positive  steps  toward  disarmament  and  development  of  other 
methods  to  settle  international  disputes  must  be  taken  now. 

\et  the  State  Department  has  shown  no  inclination  to  make 
universal  enforceable  disarmament  either  the  immediate  or  the 
ultimate  goal  of  the  I  nited  .'states  policy.  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  s  action  on  March  1  subordinating  Harold  F^  Stassen's 
special  White  House  staff  on  disarmament  to  policy  directives 
of  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles  has  generallv  been 
interpreted  as  downgrading  disarmament  in  im|)ortanc<'.  Sen¬ 
ator  Ralph  F..  Flanders  said  on  March  2:  "We  (an  properK 
he  fearful  that  we  are  about  to  lose  energy,  imagination  and 
drive  toward  the  objedives  that  lav  within  Mr.  .^tassen's  fnJd 
of  responsibility  .  .  .  There  is  tio  evidence  that  there  is  [in 
the  State  Department]  the  recpiired  sense  of  urgency  in  this 
matter  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  li|)  service  is  rendeta'd  to  the 
|)ossil)ility  of  an  almost  inadvertent  destruction  of  western 
civilization.” 

The  world  desperately  ne(*ds  more  positive  leadership  for  pea<  e. 

^  Write  President  Eiseidiower.  Secretar\  of  State  John  Foster 
Dulles,  Senate  Majority  Leader  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  and  mem- 
hers  of  the  Senate  FOreign  Relati(»ns  Committee.  (Order  your 
free  copy  of  “Register  (ihristian  Opinion”  for  their  names,  if 
vou  have  not  alreadv  done  sol.  I  rge  them  to  make  the 
achievement  of  universal,  enforceable  disarmament  the  first 
order  of  business  for  the  ITiited  States  and  the  world,  and 
adopt  the  i)olicies  necessarv  to  achieve  this  goal. 

The  Om.y  Realistic  “(Tvil  Deke.vsk” 

“The  onl\  real  solution  to  the  (wacuation  and  shelter 
problem  is  to  have  peace.” 

— Col.  Arthur  M.  Sheets.  President.  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  State  and  Territorial  Civil  Defense  Directors. 
Hearings  before  Holifield  Subcommittee.  March  .3. 
19.37. 

“We  believe  in  shelters  but  we  don’t  want  to  mislead  the 
people.  ’Fhere  is  no  easy  answer  to  this  thing  excej)t 
to  have  peace.” 

— Civil  Defense  Administrator  Val  Peterson.  Hearings 
before  the  Independent  Offices  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee.  February  6.  19.37. 
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FOREIGN  ECONOMIC  AID 

Complaints  against  the  size  of  the  proposed  Federal  budget 
for  fiscal  year  J95<»  are  likely  to  affect  two  important  legisla¬ 
tive  items:  foreign  ec**nomic  aid  and  Federal  funds  for  public 
school  construction. 

Actually,  these  programs  cost  or  will  cost  little,  especially 
when  compared  with  military  expenditures. 

\^’here  Does  Onr  Money  Go?  The  chief  items  in  the  largest 
p(“acetime  budget  in  American  history  (-STl.o  billion)  are 
for  military  and  defense  related  purposes.  Projected  expendi¬ 
tures  for  national  defense  for  fiscal  19.5{5  are  S43..3  billion,  or 
60'/  of  the  budget. 

If  we  want  a  small  peacetime  budget,  the  one  place  where 
any  substantial  reduction  can  be  made  is  in  the  direct  mili¬ 
tary  exjienditures.  Here  is  an  additional  reason  for  moving 
ahead  on  disarmament. 

How  Much  for  Erononiic  Aid?  Details  of  the  Mutual  Se¬ 
curity  Program  for  fiscal  19.5{)  are  not  available  as  this  Neivs- 
Idler  is  written,  although  the  total  amount  asked  is  S4.4  billion. 
For  last  year,  however,  the  total  Mutual  Security  funds  for 
the  major  economic  aid  items  such  as  economic  development, 
technical  assistance,  (both  I  .S.  and  IN),  the  Special  Presi¬ 
dential  Fund  and  refugees  came  to  aliout  8600  million.  This, 
incidentally,  is  less  than  th**  amount  budgeted  for  the 
guided  missile  program  for  fiscal  1958.  It  accounts  for  8.80 
of  every  8100.00  in  the  total  budget. 

If  this  8600  million  were  cut  20' <  in  the  19.58  budget  and 
every  penny  were  applied  to  reduce  personal  income  tax,  it 
would  mean  a  saving  of  about  .81,50  on  a  tax  bill  of  .8.5(X). 

More  Is  Needed :  Really,  the  aid  program  should  be  expand¬ 
ed,  particularly  in  the  field  of  economic  development.  In  order 
to  contribute  positively  to  the  conditions  that  make  for  peace, 
the  United  States  should  give  more  for  these  worthy  causes. 
We  are  a  rich  land,  and  a  generous  people  and  here  is  an  area 
where  we  can.  in  the  spirit  of  a  good  steward,  help  meet  the 
needs  of  others  even  if  it  costs  us  more!  (See  Newsletter, 
November,  19.56.) 

(Tiristiun  Youth  Speak:  A  statement  adopted  February  18. 
19.57  by  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  reads: 

“.  .  .  out  of  conviction  that  the  foreign  economic  pro¬ 
gram.  properly  administered,  is  a  vital  step  toward  world 
peace,  we  call  .  .  .  for  an  improved  and  expanded  pro¬ 
gram  of  economic  aid  and  technical  assistaiice  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  needs  of  the  hour,  consistent  with  our 
national  heritage  of  concern  for  the  rights  of  all  peoples, 
removed  from  the  realm  of  diplomatic  or  military  policy, 
and  coordinated  through  an  independent  continuing  gov¬ 
ernment  agency  working  in  the  closest  possible  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  I  nited  Nations.” 


FEDERAL  AID  FOR  SCHOOLS 

Administration  Bill:  H.H.  3986  and  H.R.  .3976  contain  the 
President’s  proposals  for  Federal  aid  for  public  school  con¬ 
struction.  This  would  involve  a  basic  sum  of  .832.5  million 
for  four  years  for  grants-in-aid  to  the  states. 
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The  Kelley  Bill:  H.R.  1,  introduced  by  Augustine  B.  Kelley  I,  | 
(Pa.)  represents  the  views  of  House  Democrats  who  favor  |  | 
school  construction  legislation.  This  bill  would  mean  basic  * 
Federal  expenditures  not  to  exceed  8600  million  a  year  for  ' 
six  years  for  grants-in-aid. 

Either  of  these  bills,  if  adopted,  would  mean  the  spending 
of  less  than  \'/<  of  the  total  Federal  budget,  or  between  1 
and  of  the  defense  budget. 

The  Need  Is  Real:  Attempts  have  been  made  to  prove  that 
the  states  today  are  meeting  school  construction  needs.  Marior 
B.  Folsom,  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  calh 
such  claims  “misleading  and  inaccurate”  in  that  they  ignore 
the  needs  resulting  from  obsolescence,  population  shifts,  and 
losses  caused  by  natural  disasters.  Mr.  Folsom  points  out  that 
2,000,000  children  are  in  overcrowded  classrooms.  800.0(Xt 
are  on  half  day  sessions,  and  school  population  is  growing 
by  more  than  1,000,000  a  year. 

President  Eisenhower  spoke  to  this  point  January  28:  “The 
need  for  Federal  assistance  in  eliminating  this  [classroom] 
shortage  is  not  theory,  but  demonstrated  fact.  It  cannot  now  be 
said — realistically — that  the  states  and  communities  will  meft 
the  need.” 

Marion  B.  Folsom  stated  on  March  12:  “Surely  the  richest 
nation  on  earth  can  afford  to  provide  adequate  schools  for  its 
children.  In  any  age,  to  economize  at  the  expense  of  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  children  is  a  false  economy. 
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MIDDLE  EAST  RESOLUTION 

The  President  signed  an  amended  version  of  the  “Eisenhower 
Doctrine”  on  March  9,  two  months  after  he  first  presented  it 
to  Congress.  This  was  the  resolution  which  had  passed  the 
Senate  72-19  on  March  5  and  been  accepted  by  the  House 
350-60  two  days  later,  superceding  the  version  passed  by  the 
House  355-61  on  January  30. 

In  its  final  form  the  Middle  East  Resolution  stated  that  the 
United  States  “is  prepared  to  use  armed  forces  to  assist”  any 
Middle  Eastern  nation  which  should  ask  such  aid  against  armed 
aggression  from  a  Communist-dominated  country,  but  because 
of  the  constitutional  question  raised  by  many  Congressmen,  it 
did  not  directly  authorize  the  President  to  use  American  troops 
in  such  an  eventuality.  The  President  indicated  that  this 
change  was  acceptable  since,  in  his  view,  it  did  not  limit  his 
freedom  of  action. 

The  resolution  authorizes  the  President  to  enter  into  military 
assistance  programs  with  any  Middle  Eastern  nations  desiring 
them,  and  to  use  S200  million  already  appropriated  under  the 
Mutual  Security  Act  for  fiscal  1957  without  regard  to  existing 
restrictions. 

Amendments:  The  original  resolution  was  amended  to  stipu¬ 
late  that  military  assistance  may  be  given  for  defensive  pur¬ 
poses  only,  that  the  appropriate  Congressional  committees  must 
receive  reports  of  proposed  expenditures  15  days  before  they 
are  made,  and  that  nothing  in  the  resolution  should  be  con¬ 
strued  as  authorizing  additional  appropriations  for  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  amended  resolution  also  urges  the  President  to 
continue  support  for  the  UN  Emergency  Force,  and  directs 
him  to  report  to  Congress  twice  instead  of  once  yearly  on 
action  taken  under  the  resolution.  The  authority  granted  by 
the  resolution  may  be  terminated  by  Congressional  action. 

Objections:  Many  Congressmen  voted  for  the  measure  reluc¬ 
tantly,  and  in  addition  to  the  constitutional  question  about 
the  President’s  authority,  raised  two  other  significant  ques¬ 
tions. 

Anti-foreign  aid  sentiment  found  expression  in  a  proposed 
amendment  by  Senator  Richard  Russell  (Ga.  I  which  would 
have  eliminated  the  authorization  of  funds  from  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  It  was  defeated  28-58. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  Congressmen  raised  questions  sim¬ 
ilar  to  those  of  the  FCNL  about  the  effectiveness  of  the  doctrine 
in  meeting  the  greatest  needs  of  the  Middle  East  (see  News¬ 
letter,  February  1957). 

Constructive  Proposals  Not  Adopted:  Substitute  resolu¬ 
tions  introduced  by  Senators  Mike  Mansfield  (Mont.)  and 
Wayne  Morse  (Ore.)  called  for  (1)  economic  development  to 
encourage  stability  in  the  Middle  East.  (2)  United  States 
leadership  in  bringing  about  an  Arab-Israeli  settlement,  and 
13)  international  “control  over  the  introduction  of  military 
‘volunteers,’  materiel,  and  arms  from  other  countries  into  the 
:  Middle  East.”  Senator  Mansfield  later  attempted  to  add  the 
last  provision  to  the  Administration  resolution  as  an  amend- 
I  ment  from  the  floor.  It  was  opposed  by  the  State  Department 
I  on  the  ground  that  it  might  prevent  continued  military  assist¬ 
ance  to  Pakistan,  Turkey,  Iran,  and  Iracp 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (Minn.)  also  introduced  amend¬ 
ments  which  would  have  “backed  up”  the  Eisenhower  resolu¬ 
tion  by  calling  for  American  leadership  to  end  the  Middle  East 
arms  race,  achieve  free  navigation  of  the  Canal  and  Gulf  of 


Aqaba,  and  establish  a  UN  “good  offices  commission”  to  help 
settle  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict.  He  followed  this  on  March  16 
with  a  proposal  which  accompanied  a  staff  report  for  the  Senate 
Disarmament  Subcommittee  that  the  “open  skies”  idea  com¬ 
bined  with  ground  inspection  for  armament  build-ups  be  tried 
out  in  the  Middle  East. 

Senators  Jacob  Javits  (N.Y.),  Glenn  Beall  (Md.),  Paul  Doug¬ 
las  (Ill.),  Hubert  Humphrey  (Minn.),  Irving  Ives  (N.Y. ). 
William  Danger  (N.D.),  Richard  Neuberger  (Ore.),  and  John 
Sparkman  (Ala.)  introduced  a  supplementary  resolution,  S. 
Res.  77  urging  the  administration  to  work  for  guarantees 
against  the  resumption  of  border  raids  and  blockades  and  to 
support  the  maintenance  of  the  l^N  Police  Force  between 
Egypt  and  Israel  until  this  is  achieved.  This  bill  is  now  await¬ 
ing  consideration  by  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 


One  logical  development  of  the  “Eisenhower  Doctrine” 
is  seen  in  an  annex  to  the  Bermuda  communique  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  and  British  Prime  Minister 
Harold  Macmillan  which  refers  to  the  “Willingness  of 
the  United  State  under  authority  of  the  recent  Middle 
East  joint  resolution  to  participate  actively  in  the  work 
of  the  military  committee  of  the  Baghdad  Pact.” 


ALASKAN  STATEHOOD 

On  March  11  the  House  Committee  on  Interior  and  Insular 
Affairs  opened  hearings  on  statehood  for  Alaska.  (H.R.  50 
and  other  bills).  The  Senate  Committee  on  Interior  and  In¬ 
sular  Affairs  opened  hearings  on  March  25  (S.  49). 

The  Department  of  Interior  and  the  Department  of  Defense 
have  testified  in  favor  of  statehood  provided  permission  be 
given  the  President  to  withdraw  for  military  purposes  up  to 
276,000  square  miles  (177,000,000  acres)  in  the  north  and 
west  of  Alaska.  This  is  almost  50//  of  the  area  of  Alaska. 
General  Nathan  F.  Twining,  acting  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  said,  however,  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
President  would  make  use  under  present  international  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  proposed  withdrawal  power. 

General  Twining  presented  the  Department  of  Defense’s  view: 
“There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  the  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  has  had  some  reservations  in  the  past  as  to  a  grant  of 
Statehood  for  Alaska.  The  Department  has  wanted  to  he 
assured  that  defense  activities  in  this  vitally  strategic  area 
would  not  be  hampered  by  the  specifics  of  any  hill  which 
conferred  Statehood.” 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Hatfield  Chilson  read  to 
the  House  Committee  the  statement  of  Secretary  Fred  A. 
Seaton:  “However,  because  of  the  unique  position  of  Alaska, 
we  ask  the  Congress  and  the  people  of  Alaska  to  grant  to  the 
President,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  our  armed  forces, 
special  powers  with  respect  to  defense  in  this  area.” 

President  Eisenhower  in  his  budget  message  recommended 
statehood  subject  to:  “area  limitations  and  other  safeguards 
for  the  conduct  of  defense  activities  so  vitally  necessary  to 
our  national  security  .  .  .” 

In  view  of  these  statements  it  seems  a  fair  conclusion  that  if 
the  people  of  Alaska  want  statehood  they  will  have  to  pay. 
as  a  price,  permission  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  with¬ 
draw  up  to  276,000  square  miles  of  land. 
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LONG  ROAD  AHEAD 

Till'  Ailmiiiislraliuii  s  ciNil  i  iglits  liill  lias  liecii  approved  in 
a  slifilitly  modifnd  fuiiii  1>)  the  full  House  Judic  iary  Coinmil- 
lee  (March  ll})  and  approvc-d  as  sulmiittc'd  hy  the  Senate 
j iidic  iar\  Suheommittc'e  c»n  (^cmstitutional  Hifilits  (March  19 1 . 

The  rc‘\  ised  House  ('.cimniittc'e  mc-asure  (H.H.  61271  contains 
the-  basic-  piovisions  rc'c|uested  hv  the  Achninistralion :  it  au- 
ihorizc-s  the-  Attornc-v  (ic-neral  to  institute  civil  action  to  pre¬ 
vent  violations  of  c  ivil  rifihts:  it  exlc-nds  righl-to-vote  safe¬ 
guards:  c  rc'alc's  a  c  i\il  rights  c  cfinmission :  and  exjiands  the 
ei\  il  rights  work  of  the"  Justic  e'  Department.  ( Sc'c  If  a.'ihiniilon 
\<’U  sir  tier,  March.  19.57  I . 

Till'  Hommittc'c'  rc'jc'etc'd  the  Admini'-tration's  proposal  author¬ 
izing  the  Attornc-y  (ic-ni'ra!  to  sue-  for  damages  for  individuals 
whose'  rights  arc'  violatc'd.  I  he  Hommittep  hill  c'stahlishes  addi¬ 
tional  rules  of  jiroc  c-clurc*  for  the'  commission:  it  rc'striets  the 


commission  to  inve.stigations  based  on  “written”  allegations 
that  citizens  are  being  deprived  of  their  right  to  vote  and 
eliminates  the  Administration’s  prcjposal  that  the  commission 
investigate  the  use  of  “unwarranted  economic  pressures” 
against  minorities. 

These  are  generally  conceded  to  he  minor  changes.  Opponents 
of  the  measure  sought  additional  modifications,  including  a 
provision  for  jury  trials  in  contempt  actions  and  elimination 
of  the  suhpena  power  of  the  commission. 

H.H.  6127  will  jirohahly  he  submitted  to  the  Rules  Committee 
hy  the  end  of  March.  Rules  Committee  Chairman  Floward  W. 
.‘smith  ( V'^a.  I  has  indicated  that  his  group  will  hear  Congres¬ 
sional  opponents  before  acting. 

1  he  .Senate  Subcommittee  bill  ( S.  83  I  is  now  before  the  full 
Judiciary  Committeee.  It  was  discussed  at  the  March  2ii 
mc'eting  hut  not  acted  upon. 


AJ'DVIS  lOR  I'KACK:  On  March  22  President  Eisi-nhower  sent  a  special  message  to  the  Senate  requesting  ratificatioji 
of  the  Statute  of  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency. 

IMMKiR  ATIDN  \\l)  REEECEE  I.ECd.''EATI()\ :  No  immediate  actiori  is  anticipated.  Representative  Walter’s  House 
Immigration  .''uheommitlee  will  probablv  hold  hearings  after  the  Easter  recess.  Senate  hearings  await  disposition  of  the 
ei\il  rights  bill. 

CIVIE  EIREiniE.S:  .Senator  Hubert  11.  Humphrey  (Minn.)  has  asked  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  to  hold 
hearings  on  thi"  State  Department’s  refusal  to  allow  newsmen  to  enter  Communist  China.  S.  Con.  Res.  21.  by  Senator 
Thomas  Hennings  ( Mo.  I  requests  the  State  Department  to  act  “favorably  and  without  delay”  on  William  Worthy's 
application  for  a  new  passport.  (WOrtln.  a  reporter  for  thi'  Baltimore  Afro- American,  defied  the  Department’s  edict  and 
went  to  China  1 .  11.  Con.  Res.  1.53.  introduced  bv  Representative  Emanuel  Celler  ( N’.V.  I  states  that  it  is  the  sense  of 

Congress  that  the  .Slate  Department  shall  allow  reporters  to  visit  any  area. 

MINIMIM  \\  A('»E:  Ihe  Senate  Eahor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee  and  the  House  Eabor  and  Education  Committee  are 
eondui  ting  hearings  on  \arious  proposals  to  extend  coverage  of  the  Fair  Eabor  Standards  Act.  The  Secretary  of  Eahor 
has  suggested  that  the  -Sl-an-hour  minimum  coverage  be  extended  to  an  additional  2.5  million  workers.  2.1  million  of  whom 
are  alreadv  receiving  the  minimum  (no  bills  submitted  I .  The  AFE-CIO  is  supporting  the  Morse-Kelley  hills  ( S.  1267  and 
H.R.  157.51  which  would  bring  both  minimum  wage  and  maximum  hour  protection  to  an  additional  9.6  millions,  many  of 
whom  are  unorganized  and  are  recei\ing  less  than  .Sl-an-hour. 
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